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Washing and Winding



Image: Carpet Dyehousemen washing skeins of woollen yarn after dyeing in the water of the River Stour, Kidderminster.  J Knox Ferguson, <i>Old Kidderminster</i> (n.d.).

Image from: Bewdley Museum

Each of the larger factories had its own warehouse and dye-house, often with direct access to the river Stour for washing the dyed yarn. The process was potentially hazardous for the dyehousemen. One observer watched them “standing on little platforms over the river balancing gaily coloured skeins of yarn in the water on long poles to cleanse them loose from dye with the skill of acrobats”. The yarn was then dried and wound onto bobbins by female bobbin winders, before being collected by the independent weavers.
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Made in Kidderminster: the History of the Carpet Industry



The Origins of Carpet Making in Kidderminster



The Origins of Carpet Making in Kidderminster



The Origins of Carpet Making in Kidderminster



Handloom Weaving



The Factory System
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Technological Changes: the Scotch Loom



Technological Changes: the Brussels Loom



Technological Changes: the Jacquard Loom



The Kidderminster Carpet Industry and the Wider World



The Kidderminster Carpet Industry and the Wider World



Working Conditions in Kidderminster Carpet Factories



The Great Strike of 1828



The Aftermath of the Great Strike of 1828



Kidderminster in the mid 19th Century



Kidderminster: the Factory Town
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Chronology of principal events that occurred during the Industrial Revolution in the West Midlands.
Significant places in the historic counties of Derbyshire, Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Worcestershire and Warwickshire during the Industrial Revolution.

Industrialists, engineers, artists, thinkers and writers who contributed to the Industrial Enlightenment, technology, art, culture, religion and politics.
Explorations of industries and innovations; landscapes and localities; art and architecture; culture and diversity; and the place of the West Midlands in the contemporary world. 




Revolutionary Players was developed between 2002 and 2004 and financed by the New Opportunities Fund. Revolutionary Players was created by Dr Malcolm Dick & Dr Kate Iles and managed by Birmingham Museums until 2015. Revolutionary Players is now published and funded by History West Midlands.











	
	
HWM BOOKSHOPVisit our online book-shop for a fantastic selection of titles and publications
SHOP ONLINE
	
	





NEWSLETTERSign up for the free Revolutionary Players newsletter and receive regular email updates and news 
   Send








HWM BOOKSHOPVisit our online book-
shop for a fantastic
selection of titles and
 publicationsSHOP ONLINE

The Lunar Men: The Friends Who Made the
Future 1730-1810 by Jenny UglowA vivid and warming group portrait that brings to 
life the friendships, political passions, love affairs
 & knowledge that drove these extraordinary men
BUY ONLINE

History West Midlands 
The West Midlands Enlightenment The inaugural issue of History West Midlands 
magazine is now available to download for free on
 the History West Midlands website READ ONLINE HERE




The image is based on 'The Face of the Moon', c.1795, by John Russell 1745-1806. The original is in Soho House Museum, Handsworth, Birmingham© Copyright 2024 Revolutionary Players in conjunction with History West Midlands
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